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HIGH TECH, HIGH SPIRITS RULE AS ALUMNI GATHER
FOR GRIZZLY-BOBCAT BROADCAST IN DISTANT CITIES
MISSOULA —
Spirits soared Saturday night as a satellite signal beamed a
live television broadcast to about 500 alumni from Montana's two
universities at two Seattle bars.
"People are going bananas here," University of Montana
alumni delegate Steve Munson, formerly of Libby, said during a
half-time phone call to Seattle's University Sports Bar & Grill.
"We thought the game started at 6:30 [PST] and the natives got a
little restless.

But everybody's having a great time now."

"Everyone comes in, sees people they know, chat for a while
and run on to the next one," UM alum Mary Kay Ellering of Seattle
said.

"And they drink lots of beer."
While Montanans whooped it up in Washington, an unexplained

technical problem left more than 50 UM alumni disappointed before
a blank screen in a Minneapolis bar.

They watched the Olympics

instead of the game, stayed for awhile and then dwindled out, UM
alum Tom Welch, formerly of Great Falls, said.
Neither technology nor the Grizzlies let down 200 UM alumni
who, in Seattle's Sports Bar, cheered their team to an 88-70 win.
"We've got a few Bobcat fans that we're having a hard time
keeping quiet, but we're doing our best," UM alum Rick McLuskie,
more
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formerly of Billings, said from the Sports Bar.
Meanwhile, 150 Bobcats met at a Denver bar, and 300-plus UM
and MSU alumni packed Seattle's Caddyshack Tavern for the event,
arranged by UM alums.

No one answered the phone that night.

"Probably no one heard the phone," UM alumni Steve Dewar,
formerly of Great Falls, said from the Sports Bar.

"I was just

there.

That was too

You can't sit down.

Everybody's squished.

crowded for me, so I came here to watch the game."
UM's alumni office sent out postcards announcing the
broadcast to alumni.

Delegates organized alumni to distribute

posters, string banners, hang pennants and blow up balloons at
the bars.

Many of the fans sported name tags.

"It's great to renew old acquaintances," said 1939 UM
graduate Bob Huber, formerly of Glasgow.

"I used to ride in a

rumble seat of a Ford roadster to go to the football games.
Tonight we took a ferry ride from Winslow to see it on TV."
It s great to see old friends that you didn't know were out
here," UM alum Stacey Fry, formerly of Billings. said Saturday
night.

"It makes it more friendly."

Some stray Montanans showed up, too.
"There're all kinds of Butte people here who didn't go to
either university," Butte native Kathryn Driscoll said.

"They

came 'cause they knew there'd be Montana people here."
UM s Alumni Association plans more broadcast game parties in
Denver, Seattle, Minneapolis, San Francisco and Washington, D.C.
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